
Medieval to 21st century carpentry in the Weald of Kent.

This year’s tour took place on 5th October, and although heavy storms were being predicted for the 
weekend it proved to be a perfect day for cycling.  

We met at Paddock Wood 
Station on a cool bright 
m o r n i n g a n d h e a d e d 
s t ra igh t in to beaut i fu l 
countryside where the mist 
was eerily rising from the 
fields.

We were immediately reminded that the Weald is a ridge of  hills, but our climbing was rewarded by 
glorious views across the countryside.  National Cycle Route 18 runs through the Weald and 
conveniently passes by the entrance for our first visit, Rectory Park in Horsemonden.

The owner was incredibly generous in 
giving us a guided tour of his grade II* listed 
house, which dates back to the 15th century.  
Preceding owners had extended and 
‘improved’ the original hall house in early 
Georgian, late Georgina, and Victorian 
periods, with recent alterations being 
carried out in the 1960’s and 1980’s.  The 
house is a bizarre blend of  medieval, gothic 
and country cottage.

The architect, Ptolemy Dean has been able 
to gain consent to remove the most recent 
alterations, as well as open up the solar of 
the hall by removing an intermediate floor 
that was installed in the 16th century.  
Conker’s involvement was advising on     
sensitive thermal improvements.

Our tour included the walled garden, kitchen garden, new  swimming pool under construction, 
stable block and barns where the biomas and PV will be housed.
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We left the property with admiration for a complex and ambitious project that once complete, will 
endure for many more generations.

Our tour continued through the undulating Weald, and more climbing, until we arrived at 
Bedgebury Pinetum.  The deciduous trees were just beginning to change to autumn colours; a 
return in a few  weeks would be perfect.  The forest’s visitor centre was so busy that we headed to 
Cranbrook to a farm shop for lunch, and were rewarded with more variations of  cake than even our 
resident expert Russell could wish for.

The second property we visited was a new  Huf Haus just outside Cranbrook, set in a spacious plot 
well away from other houses.  The owner welcomed our group of Pedal Hausers into her home 
and told us of the long process of  gaining planning permission in such a spot.  Good design 
obviously played a major part, but perseverance on her part was just as critical.
The house is partly buried into a gently sloping site, which keeps the profile low  when viewed from 

the road.  It has the classic Huf  split ridge, 
masses of  glazing, and lovely chunky timbers.  
The upper floor is mostly open plan living space, 
with bedrooms and plant rooms below.  AECB 
purists would be surprised at the extent of 
glazing especially on the north face, and that 
glazing is only double with centre pane U value 
of 1.1 W/m2K.

Heating and hot water are provided by a ground 
sourced heat pump.  Whilst the specification is 

not exceptional, the execution is absolutely 
superb.  The shear quality of the fit and finish, 
attention to every detail from the wiring, 
pipework, boxings to panel fit is outstanding.  
Nothing is left to be made up on site, 
everything is designed and located according 
to a plan and carried out with Germanic 
precision.  We were even shown the Huf toolkit 
and spare parts.

When comparing the two houses, we can see the 
carpenter’s craft perfected over 500 years.  A hall 
house for an important member of  society would have been built from carefully selected oak, felled 
at the right time of year, jointed and carefully assembled by well trained craftsmen who were the 
best available locally.  Rectory Park has stood the test of time.

The Huf Haus is the 21st Century equivalent, designed with the utmost care, built from good quality 
materials, with a view  to lasting many generations.  It even receives a free annual Huf   inspection.  
Obviously such quality comes at a price, but there are many lessons we can earn from such 
attention to detail that are not expensive.
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